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F.ank  Press,  Science  Advisor  to  the  President,  stated  in  a  memorandum  dated 
October  23,  1979  that  the  iNat ion's  and  the  Government's  efforts  to  recruit  and 
sustain  minority  students  in  science  and  engineering  fields  seems  to  have 
plateaued.  Thus,  it  was  suggested  that  the  four  departments  and  three  agencies 
addressed  should  launch  a  program  of  apprenticeships  in  research  laboratories 
for  minority  high  school  students,  beginning  with  the  summer  of  1980. 

In  1979  the  Engineers'  Council  for  Professional  Development  (ECPD)  -  now 
the  Accreditation  Board  for  Engineering  and  Technology  (ABET)  -  conducted  53 
minority  orienteo  summer  programs  at  37  schools  of  engineering,  four  of  which 
were  conducted  under  a  contract  with  the  Air  Force  Office  of  Scientific  Research 
(AFOSR).  Thus,  it  was  decided  that  the  Air  Force  Research  Apprenticeships  for 
Disadvantaged  High  Schoolers  (RADHS)  should  augment  its  Uninitiates  Introduction 
to  Engineering  (UNITE)  program  being  conducted  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  The  University  of  New  Mexico,  Ohio  State  University,  and  Tuskegee 
Institute.  In  1980  programs  where  held  at  each  of  the  schools  except  MIT,  and 
a  total  of  sixty  apprentice-mentors  participated  in  these  programs. 

In  1980  program  directors  met  on  January  9,  1981  with  Dr.  Irwin  Goldstein, 
an  independent  evaluator  from  the  University  of  Maryland,  to  develop  a  coordi¬ 
nated  program  for  1981.  The  1980  programs  had  been  advertised  by  announcements 
to  principals,  guidance  counselors,  and  he-  •.  jf  science  departments  in  all  high 
schools  located  within  250  miles  of  the  part.,  pating  colleges.  For  1981  it  was 
decided  to  expand  the  area  covered,  but  contact  principals  only.  ABET  printed 
the  materials  developed  at  this  meeting  as  a  concensus  and  made  distribution  by 
late  February.  This  was  repeated  in  1982  following  a  directors'  meeting  held  in 
San  Diego,  CA  on  February  4-5. 
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INCORPORATED 


345  EAST  FORTY-SEVENTH  STREET  /  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10017  /  (212)  644-7685 


DAVID  R.  REYES-OUERRA 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


LELAND  J.  WALKER,  PRESIDENT 
NORTHERN  TbSTINQ  LABORATORIES 

WILLIAM  H.  CORCORAN,  VICE  PRESIDENT 
CALIFORNIA  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOOY 

QENE  M.  NORDBY,  TREASURER  FebruaTV  1982 

UNIVERSrrY  OF  COLORADO- DENVER 

RICHARD  J.  UNQRODT,  SECRETARY 
MILWAUKEE  SCHOOL  OF  ENOINEERINO 

RICHARD  Q.  CUNNINGHAM,  PAST  PRESIDENT 
PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Dear  Principal: 

This  summer  the  United  States  Air  Force  Office  of  Scientific  Research  (AFOSR) 
will  sponsor  two  important  Accreditation  Board  for  Engineering  and  Technology  (formerly 
the  Engineers'  Council  for  Professional  Development)  projects  designed  to  motivate 
minority  high  school  students  to  consider  pursuing  an  engineering  education. 

Knowing  of  your  continued  interest  in  developing  the  scientific  and  technological 
interest  of  students,  we  are  furnishing  you  a  poster  and  applications  for  these 
programs.  The  applications  may  be  reproduced,  should  you  need  more. 

One  of  the  programs  -  UNITE  (Uninitiates  Introduction  To  Engineering)  -  has  been 
sponsored  by  AFOSR  at  one  or  more  colleges  of  engineering  for  each  of  the  past  seven 
years.  Each  participating  school  includes  a  visit  to  an  Air  Force  Research  Center  in 
their  program. 

UNITE  is  a  rigorous  one  to  two-week  summer  program  designed  to  introduce 
students  to  an  engineering  education  and  to  motivate  them  to  consider  engineering  as 
a  career.  Selected  students  will  be  housed  and  provided  three  meals  per  day  at  no 
cost,  but  they  must  provide  their  own  transportation  to  and  from  the  college. 

The  second  program  -  RADHS  (Research  Apprenticeships  for  Disadvantaged  High 
Schoolers)  -  is  being  sponsored  at  three  colleges  of  engineering  for  the  third  year. 

RADHS  is  a  six  to  ten-week  work  experience  in  a  research  laboratory.  The  selected 
students  will  work  as  apprentices  under  a  leading  engineering  researcher  at  a  college 
of  engineering,  attend  classes  in  computer  programming  and  report  writing,  and  receive 
a  stipend  of  $135  per  week.  Room  and  board  may  be  obtained  at  minimal  costs  from  the 
three  participating  colleges. 

I  thank  you  in  advance  for  any  services  you  render  your  students  in  our  recruit¬ 
ing  efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Roy  a.  Cowin 


RBC:dr 
Enel . 


Guidance  Director 
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